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B Although Carla Olson’s killer
was never caught, many believe they
know what happened back in 1926
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The searchers didn’t have far to
dig. Only a foot or so of loose dirt
covered Clara’s’ body, dumped face
down and hurr ‘covered. :

At the inquest, Dr. Charles Hunt-
mg testified that Clara Olson died of

-a “compound fracture of the skull
: and ‘the resulting'bleeding * The

injury was caused by a single, hor- =

rendous blow from a hammer, the

- blunt side of an ax or some other

heavy bludgeon. She would have

given birth in about three months
had she lived, Hunting said.

‘ Tucked into the bosom of her
black silk dress, sodden with mud,
blood and rainwater, the doctor - ¢

- found two letters, the letters deliv-

ered the day she disappeared.

“We'll go and get the ceremony

over with, and then come back in a

week or so and let them know,” Erd-

man had written. She was to meet
~_him the night of the 9. She was to

bring money, but nothing more than |
the clothes on her back, gso as not te‘

- rouse suspicion.

“Do as I have asked you, and

- everything will be OK,” he wrote,

“If you don’t, your chance may be

shot, and I lmght make a scarce

hubby So if you wish to avoid dlS-

grace, do as I say and keep mum.”
He signed “As ever, as usual.”
District Attorney G.S. Earll

argued that Erdman Olson picked uj up :

 the girl, drove her to a remote log-

ging road, killed her and dumped the .

body in a pre—dug grave. He drove
the quarter mile or so from the

grave site to his parents’ farm, made e

a sandwich, talked to his fannly, lis-
tened to the radio and went o bed.
All between midnight and 1:15 a.m.
Albert Olson defended his son,
arguing there wasn’t time to carry

out the killing and burial, and there

was no indication that any’;hing was .
amiss when his son appe
family home. He coul
that “if the blood of the girl was on

his hands.” =

~ On Dec. 8, 300 peop le crowded a
church with seats for half that
many. “Great as your affliction, how
infinitely greater is that of the fami-
ly which has reared a murderer,”
the Rev. Martin Finstad intoned.
“Iet us pray for the boy who so cru-
elly murdered this girl. Grant him
repentance, O Lord, and forgive hun
through thy blessmg

“A{ the college, we like to think
as little about this case as possible
and dismiss it as much as possible,”

& ~Inkensgard said. “Erdman was a

disturbing element at the college.
He was back in his work, seemed to

loaf all the time and was usually in
,some sort of trouble. ” - :

" In Crawford County, a $1,000

- reward was posted for his capture.

1t was never collected.
“It’'s an unsolved’ murder, sa;d

~ Jacob Vedvik, president of the
~ Crawford County Historical Society.
~ There were rumors for years about _
. what became of Erdman Olson,

~ Vedvik said, but he was never found

cither dead or alive.

“It was a sad thing,” he said,
“Nobody seems to forget that'
around here
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