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| Written by the Late Judge H. A. Ande

, Part 11

- People from other parts of Nore
way a8 well as the people of this
counlry may think what |
written and shall write hereafter
In this sketeh §s overdrawn, To

et T .

endsavor o glve a falthiul pleture
of aur huwmble life, I shall leave out
much that would startle (hose who
Eave been brought up under mors
favarable conditions.
T am well sware that people la
the richer portlons of Norway were
totally fgmorant of the hardships
and poverty endured {n other parts
Jof thldeomltw., W{axh::dbr;‘ WaS
ap erude as our method of heatis
‘land Hghting. Our feld land ﬂli"n:a%
axenad four acres, Nearly all was
‘tedde bill and in the apring farmers
were seen houllmg the dirt Prom
the lower edge of the fiold to the
Gupper part, which fall and winter
< rains bhnd washed down, (o cover
(the bed-roek,. We bhad mo harrows,
{#a all harrowing was done with
rakes. To plow, two plows wem
ased  for the  furrow bBad o be

- -

have A

such let me say that whils [ skall ®

termed up Bill,  Thuos If became ne-
| eeasary to hiteh and upbiteh at the
end of every furrow. Children i |
old people who were Ussble to do
the hﬂ.ﬂﬁ“ hi;:; Wery :mmond o |
cdrageing the plow back and forth |
P¢mw the field. 1 began to do this|
(work before | was sirong snough
1o do it alone. So old fady Marthe
and 1 anited our strength to aecom-
(plish this task.

i The plows were primitive, all
(made of wood exespt the point,
which was made of iron. The fleld

and  was ally beavily mnoured
and produeed heavy erops, but most

the hay-land wus poor and except
In spota bore very lght crops.

|that ever small poople had to steop
jover in euttog mm

~ On seeount of the frequency of
FRIGR o0n the west coast, all hay had
(to be hung up in order to dry. For
{tkls  purposs all the hay-laod was
jeovered  with  Jong  ricks called
“Hesje"  construetedl of poles  Tns-
{teneg horizontally, ' about slx  to
olght inches apart, to posts stand-

mmu lx !ggot apart, Tha;f
. pATallel raws and sometiaes okl

angles to the compass present a
yery pleturesgue appescanee,  Durs
Ing rainy seasous the hay would re-
main I‘orw?kn lmtnu an these

Scarcely less ploturesque was the
| manmer of drying the grain. The
grafn was ail eut with the historle
alekie, and  bound foio  amall
bundles. Poles about 12 to 15 feet
were (hen set in the ground and
the bundies festened to the poles.
(To reach the upper part of the pole
a step-ladder wus nsed.  When dry
thi grain was careled lnte the barn
on the poles, the poles pulled ot

and stared away for the wext sea-
S E

‘.

—T must ot omit is WeEUON tge
er of sharpening the seythes.

made at

o

i & mmall shop.

h wora
never ground. en they got dull
they were hammored “a¢  thin e

aeible aed then whetted, Our
farm had mo shop, so we had to go
to s meighbor to get our scyibes
sharpesed. About the time we Teft
the coumtry, ground scythes oafmme
into wee. ;

Behsol Thays In Norway

Our sehool house was three miles
Batne: Tecr DO Tay found 1t G

ng very poor t ound it -
cult o mmn to school whem I
reachod the school age, and (o
avoid the necessity of sending me
to school, mother went to our par-
jah priest and obtalned permission
1o keep me st home on the condl-
tlon that she should lestruct me in
the rodiments of edueation, In con-
seguence of this arrangement | was
In my tenth year before | entered
school.  Reading, writing, ariths
metle, the smaller and larger Cate-
chipm, together with & brief Bible
History and the learplog of eertaln
bymans were our stoedics In school,
We bad twelve weeks of sehool

{how good 1

I T

during the yeur. My first day in
pehoot was one of the events of my
Hfe. A loug table extending aear-
Iy from one end of the room to the
other, on each side of which was a
bench for the pupils. The teacher
sat at the head of the table, the
girls on the bench at his lelt and
the boys on the right. The pupll
admitted to sehool last always was
placed at the fool of the table, but

|as soon ne the lmpartizl teacher |

found the new pupdl showed super-
lor abilities to any one sbove him,
Be or she was promoied o a place
farther up alomg the table.. My
| mother did her work of Instroetion
[ well, for 1 remained &1 the fool on-
!‘Iy.._t tew daye and was then placed
near the center of the table

In studying our lessons we &l
read oui loud, and the readsr can
readily nolse  and
discord this made. The deep basa
volees of some mingling with the
shrill plping volees of others. Femi-
plos  and masculine ftones vying
with each other to give clear and
distinet uiterance to words. Some
reading the smaller catechism,
some the larger. Constant reflern-
tion of the same sentencs OF par-|
Jgraph Is order to fashion it (n mem-
iory: some stumbling over a‘nrﬁn
Aifitentt of pronunciation, asd ath-
ers racing nlong to show thelr abil-
ity. During the study hours the
teacher ususlly walked back and
| forth behind the girls, thes glving
the girls the better chapee to moke
up faces and perfors minar antbes
provoeative of suppressed laughter
and anditle titters on the part of

the bays, while every grimace and

motlon made by the boys Wwas un-

(he teacher’s oye.
:;lrvalrie 1nd - took punishment for I
violation of school rules while thst;
original mischief-maker loaked on!
with & dmmﬁ ::mm“yt“ g:;
"Eowmmn ‘“:m.“ But the younger
always chivairie. To
mitigate thelr punishment they
would often tetl the teacher how
Anns or Maria provoked their un-
timely bursts of laughter or other
manifestations of mirth, or dis-
pleasure. -Generally speaking our
(eacher was not of the Barsheat
ud, but from force of custom he

werg 1ol

" }.@‘,"m“‘im gol their lessons.

MU i W AR N

I - metnber m: bay upnm;;
whom he whipped nearly every day
for this reason. This was brujal

erueity, for (ke poor fellow was not

able to learn, and the constant
dread of puclsbment must bave

o io distract  Bis  attention |
A e |

Another boy usually got a lick-
ing every day on accoumd.of mlp-
ehiel-making quablitles, and | wiE
told he always got an extra licking
at house when Be had had one o
sehool, He was the only child in|
the fumily, | have known him werg
sizce our school days, and fo this
day he ecarries bate, frequently n’
pressed, In his heary towards both |
teacheyr wnd father. For years he
was a disturbing elemenl wharever
be lived, and, though st {his time &
sirlel church member, the seeds of
slyneas, trickiness and hyproerisy
planted in his nattre by Inherlitance
and nurtured by the use of the rod.
still bear thejr frmfn j

My school Hife In Norway closed
:3 mu"nmh FOur. T:l:: fast day

se was perhaps the proudeat
day of my e for it was cusiowary
on the last day of each term o ae-
(slgn to each pupll the place he or
#he should cecupy at the beginning
of the next term. Though [ had
sttended but two  terma T was
Haced st the head of the sehool on
tha boy's slde. Opposite Lo me was
placed a bright bandsome girl, my
senior by three  years, Unfortu-
nately the sweet, guiet girl of my
own age, whom | admired most, ast
mear the evoter of the lable on the
‘other side. Forty-slx years bave
e wines that day., bul memory
| wtill holds a8 a preclous  seuvenir
the lmweage of {hose serone corulean
Blue eyes which evoked my boyish
admiration.

Mamy @l
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Lifw m"ﬂm of the west eoast,
. One i the time of which I am writing, |
wis o ,m#um mugﬂo for mere

~that .
16 : ﬂml; : m with men. In

an  account or my,
other boys then called
to the fact that Berent.
nent, had on his  fathe
shoos several ulm ioa
him, which made
Iy awkward for h
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Part IV
Westward ﬂo!

May 9th, 1867, we left the city
of in the good ship “Nord-
en,” one of the largest emigrant
vessels leaving that port. Her des- .
tination was Quebee, the number of |
her passengers near six hundred.
Her captain was a gentleman, klM
and prudent.
Our voyage was free from accl-
dents or violent storms. Births oc-
curred en route, but no deaths. Six
weeks and three days after we left
Bergen we landed in Quebeec.

The beauty of the hndngue
along the St. Lawrence River gave
rise ‘to expeetations in the hearts

of the immigrants whieh probably |

have never been realized. At Que-
bec we were bundled into box cars
with a few boards or planks for
seats, Two engines, one behind,
took our train through to Montreal,
but before we reached Montreal the
engine behind telescoped our train,
wrecking several cars and smashing
much* m Fortunately none
of the ¢ pied by people were
derailed or wreeked. The Grand
Trunk R. R. carried us to Grand
Haven, Michigan, where we board-
'ed ‘a steamer for Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. When we landed in Mil-||
waukee we had nearly reached the

end of our reso ‘Gur._money
uc‘:#%me as f

our tickets would bring us, and "
hadn’'t a friend or acquaintance in
all America except Mads Knudtson,
;and he lived at that time in the ex-
treme eastern part of Trempealeau
county, Wisconsin, . distant about

dred To get farther
we P!

then carried by rail to La Crosse
and from there by boat to Winona,
where we landed July 3rd in the
morning. During the preceding
night a terrible storm - prevented
our boat from landing at
lean and for this reason we were
left at -Winona until the boat re-
turned - on the Fourth of July in M
evening,. when we were taken on
board again, carried to La Crosse
and thence up the river once more
and landed at-Trempealeau early in
the morning of July 5th.
While at Winona we rema
out-of-doors except being sheltered
part of the time by a machine shed.

yowe.

'ucran éi‘paper containin
Howing words: “Mads’ Knud
tehall .P. 0., Tre 2
Visconsin.” This piece o paper in
lleu of speech we had to make use
of very frequently. Four
Mile House above we
left « little chest or box with a few
‘trinkets in, which we never saw
again. Having had but little exer-|
¢ise for many weeks and the weath-
er g very hot, our clothing
;l:.a and healvy. we {;unw

us all severely. all

this the case with father andl
h hor. who each had a child to
nearly all the way. Besides,
ly ‘sister Hannah was still getting
all her nourishment from her moth-
er's breast. [ between
Trempealeau and we took
the wrong road and I cannot tell
where we went hut ) w that we
were two days in ‘from Trem-
pealeau to "Glmtuen" fn French
E‘r:;k where we stopped the second
We did n‘ot enter French Creek
by the road leading from
Mmﬂle. for ‘I remember-it was
getting dark and we were coming
(down a long hill when at the foot
{of the hill mother fell headlong
with her infant in her arms.
‘gentleman who could not under-
d us happened to be close by

‘home. Here we had a good sup-
per, but his house was small and as
he could not understand us after
‘supper he again carried the baby
and took us to Mr. Gilbertson’s
‘place, known in those days as
“Glopstuen” or ‘“Gloppestuen.” If
I remémber correctly, during these
two days my sisters had both been
without any covering for their
heads, their bonnets happenin

hen our” goods

ney, those having them In posses-
gion refusing us access to t
‘But I remember _that some kind
hearted lady gave each of them a
bonnet while on our way from
Trempealeau to Pigeon Creek.

At Glopstuen we were well taken
eare of, and the next morning we

Our apparent - - at-
tracted sttentlon One gentlemsn
the last word ought to begin with
a big G, came to inquire into our
condition during tl e&rly _of
the torenoem C t un-
¥ nor he us, but
readily came to the conclusion th
we needed food, 8o he went away
and in a few mlnu urned with
3 big. sack of cm besides
theese and bolognas. This done he
hunted up a Norwegian to interpret
lor us and after that he took up aj
tollection  for us amounting to
\bout eight dollars,
- In the gvening of the following
hy our !nt:{preter secured us our
boat as bhefore stat-
d The boat's mname was “War
lagle” and was bnrned a few years
1’terwa.rd e

|

-« N

’roceedel on our way. We were all
spent and tired and had gone but a
short distance when some country-
‘man of ours saw our weariness and
procured an ox team and wagon,
-and in this way we were carried to
“Old Whitehall,” Knudt-
‘son, its first aettler, and his good
wife gave us all a good dinner,
where we rested for some t
/About the middle of the afternoon
we started for Pigeon. Mads Knudt-
'son was known to our kindly host
Ole Knudtson ‘and -he sent with us
Bis son, John Knudtson, a lad therm|
of about sixteen years, to show us
the way. He went with us past old
man Ricard’s _pointed out
to us the tr take, This
tn!l led by the home of Willlam
ver and to the home of Benja-
n Oliver, where we stayed over

“| present time

~saw mother fall. He at once
{ran to our assistance;, took the
| you child and led us to his|

eered for, Some‘ of us, at leut
hud expected better thlngs than we

found. . .
Knudtson, mema ves. had lett
Norway in debt for his passage and

the t.hree yvears he had been here
ntde him rich. He had a
~aoveral children. Knudt-
son was a hustler, neither modest
nor afraid to assert his wants or
rights. - He was strong and vigor-

ous to a4 | far beyond the av-
' e. Ha moved by a
P thro ml{ht

have accomplished wonderl. for uis
mental grasp was quick and broad.
Many of his habits and characteris-
tics were blemishes, but to this day,
it I could reach him, I would go to
him sooneér than take any tonic pre-
scribed by a physician, for His vig-
or, flow of spirits and sense of
humor. would. almost invariably
banish any Blue Devils that might
have ‘kept me company.

I am -m( ? eful than I can
express for of hours spent
in his presence. Had he .permitted
his reasoning’ faculties fo goverm
his passions, he would not be the
obscure man he is today. At the
e lives near Kings-
bury, Fresno - His
age is about™ seventy-seven. His
father was near DIIQ hundred at his
death.

Having made M dlgreulon as a
tribute to the.m who was to be

ses in the wilderness, it is nol
more ir that I should say a
few words cofeerning Mrs. Knudt-
son. Her name was Oline. She
was as remarknhh%’l?er physical
health as her husba. xShe gave
birth to tl;l p ,nd at
birth to a- nhml..«She su red the

usual ips of pioneer life and
L poverty, and at times her husband

-

was harsh and inconsiderate
towards her. Her mental cdpceity
was very limited and her later

years were unhappy for she seemed
to store every grievance * her hus-
band had committed against her.
‘Her life had been expoaed to many
ills and-accidents; but I heard her
say shorht{tb she died, that
she had never had a doctor, nor
used a dollar's werth of medicine. |
It is, therefore, Trather strange that
her life should go. out ln the man-
ner it did.
Mr, Knudgon had

Olaf’s Hotel % %w
Eau Claire, a! company -wit

daughter, Mrs. Minnie Atkins,

1

botel. Mrs. Knudt-
son ed several years before
to” e any interest in household

duties, although heér health was ap-
parently good, but she lived with
her husband and when her mental
vagaries .were: _side-tracked she wa¥
cheerful and pleasant.

ght. The next morning we came

m
im Mada Knudtson's place, who then|




| ORe day Whe was
| the ceater of the
in the hoted, way

standing vear)
les" alitiag room
BE her apram back

Pare Vi {
New Homos ang New Friends

durys no one excopt he who chose 10

and forth to surast the stisntion |

of one of her gramde playing| | We were among strangers, my|

om the carped At 68,  Sudden-| |parents having parted from Knudt.

Iy she full, : sen’s under clreumstances which

wrenched - st of | [stralced thelp friendship on both
JAaken to| |Mdes for some time; but in thoss

when during m!"lﬂm
by mentsl sond) n Jod her to seek |
advios ngninst ry evils or
Jtll;nn long past, ‘

With those glimpses af the
(Mives of Mr. and Mrs. Knudtsosn |
|Feturn to the morsing of July %,
1867, whers we found & Lemporary

Baven with thess people who wel-.

comed Gy as beattily as if we ha

becn near relutions, which we ﬂu:

st Mr. Knudtson helped find places

for me and my older brother.,
Afler a fow days |

i et f v
i t af :
Tl s S b,

| Beni Petersow, wbo still Twves
'his farm.in Vesse coulpe.

chureh was bullt that summer, and
the following summer my brolher
| Ole was confirmed in thisn chureh
by 1be WNev, Valdeland, ome af the
‘firgt  Norwegian  Lutheran Priests
1o minister to the people s Trem-
|ponleas and Jackson counties.
formed his sequalntance duriong
lnter years after he had
f.om active minlsterial work
found hkim a gpenial, lWkeable o Q

b was strunger long, for fromtier
life reaxlizes the dream of a emiversal
brother and  sisterbood abowt as
elssely ax i1 |s possibls on  this|
earth, When wo came 1o Dig Slough
the only settlers there were Hiram
(' Smith and family, Andrew Larsom
g With family, Lyman Heeox and his’
t Tumily, nnd one James Phlllips with
'y family. Phillige lived near the low-
11 er end of the slough. He was Eng-
. lieh and so was his wite. He ssemed

oto be a good mao, but ks family
I waa & nodsy unruly set.  Hecox was
' 'a mumber one specimen of the
¢ windy. He swore by the “Great
* Jehovah" amd was very impréssive
to us who eould wot understand |
even all the cums words. [ worked
for Bim mow and them and found
o gn entertalning master, 11 waa|
at bis home that | discovered
“minee-ple.' | was eating alone
apd thisn nosdeseript food was left!
to the last. [ opened it and fed/
| from the table. | dig not eall it by
any particsiar name, for 1 knew
nome that would express its char-
|acter as It appeared to me. What
1t was eoscoeted from I know nol,
for it &s probabtde that Its ingre-
dients were as unfamiliar (o me as
[t mame of this conglomerstion
|was st that time, Fop years mince-'
ple was absolutely safe from tree-
(pass on my part, and to this day 1
Cattack 1t with eantlom.

I epent many jolly hours with
Hecox and kis family. His daugh-
tar Blizabethe"Libby" " —and 1
were af the same age. She war my
partper In all Xinds of work on the
{farm and my superior s nsest kinds
(of work. In the summer I have
| weon her wade knes-deep all day In
[the slongh putting ap bay, In the)
| winter time she Jdressed o men's |
| elothing and worked Hke & Boy In
|the woods skidding amd hauling
| timber, The question of sex seemed |
| te be absolutely abment when we
[ worked together. We were nlmost
rehams if sweh a relation Is possible
betwoen man and woman,  Her Hfe
continued stremuous to the last but
'rather from cholee than secessity.
8he lived Im the northers part of
Trempealeau county from hep nsar-
rage untll her death = few yours
e,

When we eame to Big Slosgh Mr.

| Hecox's father-in-law, & Mr, Ger
'main I think Bls name was, lived
with Mr, Hecox. He died scon af-
ter and wax the Arst person among
|the seftiers 10 die. His dasghter,
[Mrs. Hecox, soon followsd him.
| Heeox soom after the loves of his
wife acld his place to Jorgen Nel-
(WON, R pewWeomner.

Phillipa also lost his wife exrly
lm sold his farm to our friesd,
Mada Kaudtson, Andrew Larson
and wife continged om their boun-[

sioad wstil death. Mr. Larson was
{w, man of powerfal Crame, almost &)
| Hereules in siogy D0t his smbition:
rwas nil. No day so busy but what
!he would gladly drop aay farm §m-
"Mu whichk happesed 1o be In
his Bands and sit dowm and chat

with the passiBg siranger op BelEn:
| bor hour after dour, In short untuil
the stranger costinwed his Sourwmey.
His voled was very hsavy, deliberate
and slow was his enunciation. He
. redigious man, and when
I first knew him he belonged to
‘Hauge's church, bul during kis later
(yoars Be and a4 few oibers separat-
(ed from Hauge's chureh snd fol-
| lowed the teachings of Elling Efel-
son, Thei thers weore a6y low-'
portant  doctrinal  differsaces  be-
[twobn the teachings of Hauge amd
| Bielson 1 do not belleve, for Elelson,
i I remember correctly. was orig-|
foaliy an ardent evponont of the
|teachings of Hauge
| However, Mr. Larson was a wor-
alilper aftor the old tlme fashien,
His prayers were long He often
glﬂt in mingimg hywmns of (wenty
Istanzas, His comments on good and
‘evil, sin and grace, were very
temghty and dellberate. He was
always osarmest but never passion-
iate,  Formablity always checked en-
[thusiasm. Though he would have
anjoyed himsoll f every day had
beon a day of worskip, be pever was
& Bore to any one not belonging to
s religlous circle. He kad three
ehitdren, two boys and one girl. Ole
and Lewis, his sons, sre still living,
but Marianss, & woman of magnifi-
cent bulld, genisl and kind-hearted,
died soon after marriage.
Hirsm Smith wos of Yankee éx-
traction, marrted 1o a Norwegian
wonsan whose name was Metle. She
was one of the gueenliest looking
women | have ever mel 4
young she must have bhoen a woman
af eomimanding beauty. Her helaht
was above smediom, hroad bips and
‘whoulders, head large amd shapely
with dark balr which wususlly husg
'in ringeta or bocks arcund her
‘brow and temples L r
‘dark and lustpous y ;
‘her compiete eommangd to exprosy
every emotlon or passion  which
might visit her heart. nw
was as ample and well proj 1
s her body. Her disposition was
kind and generows, Her amile was
at llumination of the room sbe
|oconpled. She had pleaty of tem
| par for proper cccaslons and her
| frown inspived fear as easily as her
‘smile invited confidepce. She was
a friend to the poor, & lover of the
(pomutiful, amd withall s mobbe
| woman, mother, frisnd snd wife, a
treéasure beyond price in the poor
{man's home. & jowsl nmong glo-
fisers, and had fate willed, she
imight as easily have been an orng- |
ment to & throne for she was rick
in nature’s gifts 1 saw her lest
spring at  Onalasks, where aho
[fives with her son, She I past
lelghty years and lasy year suffered
'a paralythe stroke, which Fod o]
her welght from two Bandred 10
one busdred thirty pousds. This
"naturally affected Bor appeAranes
apd robbed bor form of & usual
pullmess. but mueh of her [ormer
grace and beauly is still ber por-
Ctlon.
- She first taught we the bove of
Bowers, thelr names and character-
| mtics.
Her husband was cne of the
g kindliest men 1 have kmown, With
. weak boﬁ{ and & m.ixtsd tn;of"l:.r
" al ! Ll "
1o that -m‘b !{g urall

ilo&\«l tbl::‘ﬁ“l.d‘ her

from Tl
R el U e

W
eea.
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‘ (b, aod aer an inedddigressions 1 bet-
placed Jove 0 Sould, 452 that aub M Sra how and then Lo
husband in the war, were neu""muéfﬁ'n—!ﬂf‘ uring g
which placed ber hand at the dis- MAMIP;ID Te did Bot have
(posal of Hiram Smith, He was a “° 0% S0 PR achine to his
religious man through and through Much u jmpossibility. He
and worshiped with the Wesleyan Biach Wb W0 SCROE Tl
Methodists, Many a time have [ the old time mangér with flalls, bt

::":uh":lma nnd'. ::6#&%"‘]’1 there was too B ¥8ukee In him)
good man was Smith. [ wish the
memory of these people might
b - sd on the rocks that erown mgt 4
. round about Big Slough
u “down through
the ages as & wtilnulus to all that |s
good and beautiful

| Besldes the people mentioned
Lars Peterson, Nels Kokslien, and
Nels ! n_emme (nto the

hard w

cold, he found a level|
place from whieh he cleaned the
snow and the rubbish, There bhe
iaid his grain in a- eircle with the
heads of the blundles in, This done,
Buek and Brighti his oXen, were
brought-out and made to walk over
valley the el S ¥ these bundles d‘a;;on:i:g ':i’I: i
Eam ey «
America. They all found home- | ppchceq'in threahing his grain 1 40
steads, or I should say they -ui‘“t Siamber 7 1L

found government lands which a

they homesteaded,

They were all newcomefs from I Became a Hired Man

:{ﬁtz:{o :oanl::r. bLbdte ‘. fon, . The [following spring  with lhe:
who stiil lves with bher son om(_?u-llmeo of the ith people 1 was

here first led. vorslien | hred to ome Am Wilson, who
:u p.:::pﬂ."fh?'mg ﬁ.&l?x:ﬁesint the time lived porthwest of Sech-
man who has up to this time lived lerville on & farm (R:l-on:ing Lo
[in Big Slough. His chlldren, four Jim" lee. Am not urm,
girls” and one boy, were all bright much, but was engaged in hauling |
and witty. Thelr inelination to be merchandize from Sparta to Hixton
sarcastic did sometimes hurt the and Seehlerville. Sparta was at that
feellngs of thelr assccistes and per- time the nearest raflroad station.
chance deprived them of [friend- Mr. Wilson drove four horses and
ships  which they ‘might have 1 drove two. The distance from
prized. Gina, Ingeborg and. Hixton to Sparta was forty miles.
were lvely girls and the first two| We made the trip regularly in three
| loved well but mot wisely before|days. The roads were very poor
marriage, and the result was each and sandy searly il the way and/
brought home n love-baby. They the horses suffered at the bands of
soon married, hHowever, and made most of those who were on the
exeellent wives and mothers. Mar- road. Most of the time we drove by
tine married the beilliant and some- the way of Davis' Ferry, where we
what erpatic J. Aretander, attorney crossed Black River. Davis owned
at Minneapolis. According to ru- and ran the ferry. | He was an easy-

mor it was his third matrimonial going fellow. When coming from
venture, having tired of his first Sparta we alyays | w-.ul! for
two wives, There came a time when  the -man,  In of storm or

Taste, éﬁrl? was often very unpleazant
on account of the long waits we had
to make, when Mz Davis falled to
hear the eall or for other reasons
proved to be bu?, - eoming. Some-
times we drove by the way of Phek
Ttiver Falls. The posd that' way

he would have set aside this girl
from the backwoods too, but he had
found his Intelledtual as well as
physical mateh and the termg she
made were too high so he concluded
to retain her. So flll‘ as Ihlumnt
he 1 ha together @
:hoyw‘:ﬁ:‘:lnl:m ped (was, If possible, worse than by way
One beauty about the settlers in of Davis® Ferry. But nothwith-
(those days, extending from Big standing the almost impossible
Slough through Curran coulee up roads, there was a life and activity
along the road from Tayler to Hix- along the whole distance rrom§
ton, was the sobriety of nearly all, |Sparta to Black River Falls and |
Curran valley was sgettled by Nor- farther on in a diminishing degree,
weglans nearly all of whom be- that gave to teax | those dsyt;
longed to Hauge's church and as a g charm alm gone snee
rule were a devoted people trying the advent of the ,‘mlrm.d. Every |
to live clean lives, The people road-house or hotel along the route

along Trempealeau river and in wd_’m & good business, Especially was

about lerville and Hixton eame this true of the hotels at Cataract.
mostly from the eastern states and | jere Mr. Wilson often managed to
were as o rule & moral and religlous grop over-nlght going and coming.
people, ‘We always stopped with the

The use of lguor was an uncom- “Duichman’’ snd & Splendld hostel-
mon thing. The Germans, Scandi- it was for the ",n.onul man or
navians and Pol , Who have|uoy. Very often there were no
come in later, with all thelr virtues. | peds, so we slept op the floor or in |
brought along some customs and (he barn, After o long drive and’
‘babits whieh had better bave been good supper little difference did it
left behind. i make to me whetler I alept on a
o - feather-bed or rug.

: How metkod involving such  trips for I

to_follow e :” day when the| learned to epeak n-gl

_was frozen solld and it was | ithe walter came argugp
ders for the d he

the names of two

J. RS » after whom S
lerville is nam e
mill doi ed, had a store and

g & very busineas,
The old Gentlemas” wasg g very
active, hard-wo man, and we

Dsually met him somewhere every
trip we made with his fine palr of |
Greys.," which he drove so many |

One time we met him at the

I
»dn Houze in Spart at the dinper- |

It was on ome of my first

remember I hag mot |

&he repeated
P Yo PPN NERIPL = B e i

———

three timoes, but at that time ples
and thelr names werg Greek to me,
Mr. Sechler sitting across the table
from me noticed that I was o “naw-
comer” and told the girl to bring a
piece of each of the two kinds of
pie so that T might make my selee-
tion from actual Inspection. At his
|suggestion she did so and when af-
‘ter a few minutes she returned to
take away the plece not wanted, she
plainly exhiblted her surprise when
she found nmo ple left. Mr. Seehler
‘with  several others bhad a good
laugh before leaviug the table at
some one's expense, and for more
than twenty years afterwards when-
ever wo met he always recalled the
incident of how | got two pleces of
pie at the Ida House besause |
conld not talk BEnglish.

is There a Heaven for Horses?

Speaking of his “Greys” Seshler
once sald to me, “That team has
never rested a day except Sundays
and days impossible to be out since
I have owned them.” 1 think he
drove horses nearly twonty years
and when 1 knew them they always
looked good.  But they were used
with judgment amd given good care.

I can't say as much for the hors-
es Mr, Wilson drove. He bhad too
much of the American hablt of
t"nuc-klng" things aver and letting
At go at that. He was not by aature
& cruel man, but if he and millions
of othera find bereaflter a heaven,
and there is oo heaven for the hors-
es they neglected and abused, then
there has been a mistake made o
the general arrangements of things.

{To be Continued)
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7 Nurrow Escapes
~ l:, was durfng my summer with|
eapos h::t.:rm :nl ‘ rirw:
| The second day I was with him he

to Upper Plgwon Creek. He :::
four Borees om the wagon snd cop-
slderable over a tos of hay for a
{load. Coming down a long, steep
hill one of the wheels struek s
Erub and caused the wagon to turs
eompletsdy over. Mr. Wilssn slid
Gff in front, but | was siiting near
the centar of the load by tha
of the binding-pobe and was eaught
ander the load, It was fortunate
that | was on the side of the pabe,
o | would have beem badly hurt,
As it was, I only suffered from a
temporary want of alr wuntil Wil
wol could dig me out,

| The other Instamee of threatomed
injury cecurred om one of our Spar-
]n tri betwesn Cataract and Do
Lvis" - We were crossdsg a ra-
ivﬂu or dry rum, from 30 to 50 feet
fdeep. Across 1t was x shaky bridge
| without railing. My boss was ahesd,
halfway up & Bl when I was Jeav-
Ing the bridge., Suddenly ome of
my boreos balked and back-
Inig the wagon onto the dge. 1
bad no whip asd was seated om a
very Blgh load of ferpdture. | ’
but M o@  Post g P
stop hie foad in middle of the
Bill, but seeing my Imminent dan-
ger he dropped his loes, be belng
on the ground st the tlme, and
ran back and grabbed my balky
horses by the bit just as one of the
hBind wheels of my wagon was about
1o drop over the ends of the |
panks near the ceater of the
I'bridgs. Msn and horses trembled
|like an aspem boaf for a minute or

iiE

| tw TV

A §

&
S

his
& dosen

FEt

Duriog the|
there, every

Stwe. conalsted
of buckwheat cakes and pasty
gAYy, -

My teachor was Merilde Lyons,
who marrbed Den

1
t : ;

|

One day I saw her whip RBam Smith, |
ewew VWAlSrs and ___ Turmser, three |
Erawnup j men, who out of |
courtesy i u&m Iady to dis-

ehargs one common  duties
of & tescher in those days. I en-
mdt&- seene for the My: cthr-
& Oapen | wronn the

teacher mﬂ grine on thelr

faces gnd the efort brought out &
beautiful crimson on the face of |
‘ |

3 i ms  two |

‘ imediate cause of my
leaving was the . that on  the
last day of my stay | was oalled
oarly In the g and asked to
Eo to A mel)
I promptly but the neigh-
bor bad mo salt, which faet 1
ported on my return. Then I was

ol 1o go to aacther nelghbor on

shmae drrand where | met with
ke sime asswer—mno salt. Return.
ing the vesgnd time | was again re-

BE, teet from foor.
- -:L-wunmmnﬂw when

: m u Mren were all home, Later
m lm.o . L ;: mm wore nime (n our family.
9 be- Two years after we
dolng chores Predrickson canme;
Lyons bered nine also,

T
eame Halvar Monsas
of mnine or Llen,

wum
| Hemry Gunderson and

for breakfast. & young man and lady.
be the [axiest| stayed for some time.

and borrow ealt, | [

e |

wse, 13 by T3 aoa
This litde ha e aeliing. pos

biglit my Ussele
his family wum-
T"h;: "“:td with
y ne yoar

with a family
They stayed all
¢ following came

mer. The yes Bis wife and
all of whom

Bammer.

atthe, of course,

some pegs st in  the
wall, which took care of the over-)
flow mights

‘Twas in thia

Here we apont Our
liyed after marriage aboul a ”‘:’
now eome to the pariod In lite

wlvlm all boys bonk forward with

when | was in n measure independ-
ent of parental contrel nnd earned
my own s , for im the spring
of 1869 1 out to Koudt By-
yerson In Curran “for wx
months at eight dollars &
1 worked two moaths, thes eame
the report that the raliroad lands
were on the msrket and that all
who had settled on such lands must
pow pay a certaln amnoumt of the
purchase prics, Syverson was O
of who had settled on rail-
voad lasd, snd when he heard this
: he ot onee told me that he
pay slght dollars

L

onee, inasmuch as Mr
was about to break ihe agreement

| had with him for work, that

two, snd then Mr, Wilson succeed- nested 10 K0 b

of in leading my team off the heidge s which l.mnk 1 demurred, for o
to & comparatively safe position. |; -gmember I went b hat  day,
Mr. Wison was not uaklod tofs nd told my parests b would
me by design, bul my summer was|r afber put up with the fare we
wot always o pleasant ome, for he| could At homee thap go back to
ene of those mem who was' §Mrn T e o
First Mome i

i «bn:‘e:.:l gibﬂ e Ltest
ale at 13

part of the rr Lhls mighi be
STLASAhLe et WS B0 PeREDN
for the constamcy of this custom.

my board and

ee 4 not cost over $10,

g SN e —————
-

"
if The firs: money pald me for
Cwork In this country was paid fte
me that summer in eorn planting
timse,  Mr. Wilson had thres or four
bays Chim one day oo '

corn and In the eveming
them off while | stood by
1om,

Tooking

Wilson sugmpested that |

Mra.

This sommer my folks settled on
A plece of rallroad land in Seetion
T, Township 22, Rampe @, In Blg
& Our bouse, Hke nearly all
In the communily, was

bullt of loge, oak jogs,
Father eut the logs on TR
ment and rulleoad land l? thie
same esules where our land lxy,
How be got them hasled | do mot

| Chiekens found comvenjent
I :o.: places on these

bl atay with him for asy

e :“n:'. than originslly agreed

an, &0 1 qult asd hired out .?':1‘!;
ne month

: Smith for o B

; Smith, I worked [or sav-

dollars. After my month
eral parties the rost of the summer.

with Br.

I

cats  sometines
'hldeous from thess elevated perches,

bl
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Suvwne Eorly fedilers Io Plgenn
Mr. Lyons was & good-mstured,
spay-galng fellaw and good work-
« a5 n hired man, But me good!
without o hose. Around York acd,
marther up along Pigeos Cresk were
v numher of thatl ¢luss of panple. |
To this eloan Dbelonged Foket, |
e of the earileat  sattlers, who |l
ived on the maln ruad Lerwesn Pi-|
men Folls snd  York, wherse he

wd aeitled. on u hawestsad, wh.leh%,

think bhe occepded for nearly 25
eora.. Duerng mued of  (Lis liwe
. haygled all Lhe waler (or fomily |
we from Lhe ereésk nver X0 oz
islant, while ar suy time a plenis-
uR supply of good waler mmight
ave been had by diggng 26 or 40
rel, & martar of a day's work for
vanple of mey,

Mr. TPleket wos ome of those
luble samil Imegioarfye men who
re constanlly seelng paredisaica)
smqlitions swalting thews . the
ttere bromgit nbout by some hap-
sing withoul sare ar feil. Ty io-
r Yekre tEroogh communicsiions
o spirits he olaimed te bave L.
wered acaue Dlants poescssiog very
Jusbls adleins? praperties  and
raligk o dream ke had distovared
gold ming io the staté of New |
arke iw the wvicinily of his BHirth-§
aen, ®ad on the srength of (hia
fam he mods una or more reips
the plaee of hin bBirth.

Abhout 55 yearz agn I mpent o
whi wt hizg houss on purpase 1o
ten to his dreowms and thecrice
L Piekel and hia wife possessed
4 lorge degres those amiable and
apilable gqualilies whkleh we just

"\

his wife adill Jives and 8 now tha
| wife uf A preacher,

It 18 prodwbly true char inm  cur

backyard viaw of pionesr life wo

are Apt ta give the prevalling com-

!

Cppsge ond Juswry, with horses, buog

(| ploen o place.
| fhc-n dsye who conld afford but ong

Jpgug dn the lecder of fushlon.

-

i any mens life spelled folflure,
from o finameial- etandpolnt, his
certainly 0id, but moet withstanding
he was still ber hery with prophetic
visign and dmmessurible capavitien
for- Accomplivhing hig plans, Mony
in ¥ich man with his pampersd wita
mighl well envy the bappy relatlor,
deveted eompunionsbhip ond - un-
clonded foith of rthage Lwo, who qu
Lhefr ooy march on [ife'n Righway

bad truly becnme cne in bope, &in, 1

sud develion. Mp. Plekel o desd,

ditlonk wronpg heoues. We gpealt of
burdships, poveriy, and privations
in ¢opnestion with lves  of  eorly
settlsle becauss we now  kave w0
mary (hings which we consider
wevesanry wad indispeusable whick
they bad pod

T tldzl thet I foelinge of woat
and dissontent sould be  welghed
and Mageured, wWa would ikl Eany
4 young mwan dving lo comparalive

wies ond Lioyeles at hia cowmund,
feeling o heavier amd bigger ache
hecalss he san't live on 2Rlosu-
olle than dld the yYouce men _ut
our piopzer days who hod aotluing
but their legs to cerry tbem From
And the Jadies oF

or twn ealive or gingbom dresses z|
yeuar certpinly never gxparisneed |
half the beari-wursy that meny of
the fudies of (he prosent day Teel
bacauss they eamnotl reach che [on

! (This trade, however, proved to my

wciate with onesr people, T
& waloomad and entepdalned with )
the best (heir home oould ei-
¥, although I was o slrunger to
A,
Wea, Mr. aed Mra. Pleket
w6l sal up uetll marning,
ling of plonser expecinnces, s
ame, visiona  andl  dissoveries,
o Bbis wife ant by his side lis-
img with & maplurore devocdon |
! enthusissie like a devotes at
a0 sacted abcdnn,  Conslant Lod, f
erly, and privalions were gne||
ibtedly thdn deveted wife's daily
Sbn lad seen BO Fesrs orl
M& R0 by without sny malerfol
termest in  thair fuaneial xtatus..

—— -

aad
ha

apealons  froln marclages  unidl
th @k wan (he mather of wany
Ldrew,

l

| Arer ikls consolstory dipresijon
11 pecall apother  oid  selller who
‘| Mvedd mear the head of Pigsuz
JCresk,  naually  known 4z Doe
"|Monroe. Tn kis way he wis more
lof a cbnraoter fhan Mr Picket bul
L nat go barmlesk, for  his  voeation
_|wan that of a bBerge rreeder, farmer,

', #nd nworse douvter. Tn o the spring of
X,lli?!’;, I began my cireer sy fosiner
L. on joy own hook. T bod & smadl
J#=pan of horses, cue of  which ko
o been very Radly @rppled and im tha
pmddet of  my  spring’s work the
|u|.h.’.~r beeeme  sle¥, Do, Monroe
WA the pearesl mas T knew of who
|pmre~u.dnd o understsod the g
whickh hargs fesk zufters. 1 lad my
lors: fo bl plass, wreiving  {lherc
aboct (wa o'¢loek in che aftersoon.

. He looked oy horse over carefnlly,
¢ |truud she wak aboul fve or gix
clyekes old, and  withewt any  hed
cehils or blemishes. All my gues-
yftlone he met with evasdve replies
Sland  sm alr of mayseery, I knew
tothing about hovses snd was green
'-mwuch lu anpposa ket hin kKpow-!
Clledge of lorses was very profoind.
T legered ohout his plece  rill
dinngr in the hupe of (jesvsing
somathingy defoits, but my izguir
e only brouvht nods kol wyster-
ivus shakes of the head. After din-
ver the old man eowmeieed faik-
ing trade and slthough this reissd
0 susplédun du oany wind that wy
kores waos pot s0 badly off as his
mysterlous enrdwert bad Jed e to
[balieve, T fnally yialded to his sd-

vieg thot T hed hecter pet pd  of
‘um andmal. By the trade [ Leenme
the owoer of a mongrel huall, o

sheep or two aod seme ot (ruek.

|advantoge, for in o shore tioe rhe
Jonre diod, The fusway pare of thig
tranapcfion weg Lhot the ofd man
afterward accused me of  kaving
fmposs]l on him and ckeoatsd him
all of Mis propacty.

Hame  tie soon sflerward T
exdled oo the ald man for lemal
jeounsel, and on my way kome rode
twith him severul milss Aown abong
Pigron Creek. At this time he alae
eafried oboul him Lhe &ir 02 & anl
who Ruows a gract dea) mmr%
ba s willing to exchange for mera-
questloning,

Ag we  drurva cglomy  sod  had
reached] 4 podnc-hewy 1ha gehagl
huuse o kot digtunss ohove York,
be begen to slgh deeply, smack wls
livs and displey eonsfderables cmo-
Hon, THs agitation was so  plain
andl to lme o Unaecountidtle thet I
aslted whol was the matler with!
bhimy, After eonziderahle hesitetipn !
By replied thel he hed just bod ol
message and that fn the near fi-|
tare we would witness agddaey hnp-l‘

-

—

-

|
|

(this mesakge cawme Lo him, Lul Le
would net tell me, onty saying ke
thad experfanced sock  ecommnzlen-|
Yone whemaver somn greal cnlmnltyl
Was Abodt to take plabs. I wus lgo
kentival Lhon uand a2 mow to be
lieve (bat his emolien was the re-
=it af anyithing unusesl or abnoc- |
mal. My opizlom 8 that it wes o |
asRimed attilude eodcwlared 1o fm-
prede me thal I wes in the presenco
of. ole who passeRied & rRope  of
Vidok mwuelk larger than the ordie
nary man. -

peniggs In the wslghborhood fhan
had ever toksn rlaec theve befors. |
L lhex asked dim 20 explain how!

|
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