jany church or denomination, I was

1on §evera1 occasions called on to
i officiate at funerals in lieu of
| preachers. All through my life

rsince I reacheq

s

| border of the

|
i
k
|
i
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Part IX
The Ravages of Diphtheria

I remember, however, that a few
years afterward I often recalled
the old man’'s message, for a ca-
lamity did visit the people along
Pigeon Creek aad otcher communi-
ties in the form of black diphtheria.
It was a scoarge so terrible that
men and wonien trembled and
paled at the mere mention of the

| name, Many a proud and happy
| mother who with prayers and
| blessings tucked away in their

humble beds five, six children on
Sunday evening found herself on
.!'the following morning weeping
‘I™anguse they were not. So swiftly
| dig_thie dar’-. mosscuger work ciat
‘| it frequently happened that the
.!ittle ones were not partzd but went
|into the long silence two, three
'! and ever four at a time. '

Among my near friends and ac-!

quaintances who sufferei the loss
of their little ones through this
 awful plague were Mr. and Mrs.

Hiram Smith of Big Sl:uzh, Lauris
P. Sinrud, Johannes T:no;'sen, Hal-
vor Monson, Peder Bkern, and
}. many others. One of the doctors
i who was called on to minister to
(the afflicted while this epidemic
twas about, lold me ¥years after-
ward that he was called on in
}’ourteeu cases, but that in every
. instance the disease proved fatal.

| I}l those days there was no quar-
‘antine and few precautions used to
|prevent' the spread of the disease.
qu‘ge funerals were . aeld where
:frlends of the bereaved gathered
faround the little coffius to weep
jand console with the stricken par-
ents. Though at that time, as at
present, I was not affiliated with

{

manhood friends
fmd acquaintances have at frequent
intervals called to me from the
grave to come to
them to sing some favorite hymn
or read a familiar part of the Bible|
or requested me to speak at their
funerals, although they knew they
were by virtue of their good stand-

ing as members of orthodox
ct}urches entitled to the ministry|’
of regularly o-daired ministers of|-.

[

\

| A

He preached thel
soon coling of Christ, urged all to
“seturn tn the biblical Sabbath;—2i=
leging that Sunday was a man-
made Sabbath.. He preached the
non-immortality of - the 'soul and
‘that man when dead continues

dead ‘till God at the Resurrection |
He (1

icalls -him = from the grave.
placed special emphasis on the fact
that we are temples of God and
our hodies = physically,
and morally in the best possible
condition—clean, =~ wholesome - and
pure for the indwelling of the Holy
Spiritis L ; o :

Every recent and extraordinary
event in nature and history was
| brought forward. to _show. that
earth’s final day was near at hand.
 Scriptural quotations were used to
show -that calamities - and wunusual
events foreshadowed the coming of
Christ. - Services were = held in
school houses when permitted, but
more frequently in private dwell-
ings. Many came to hear him, at
‘| first from curiosity and later from
conviction that he was right. Sev-
eral became members of his sect,
among -them my parents. After
preaching for several weeks in Big
Slough, he began work in Plum
' Creek, where at one time he had a
considerable following. :

Among those who still adhere to
his teachings are my mother, Mrs.
Oliver Hegg, and my father-in-law;
Bendik Fristad. ;

T naturally followed my moth-
er's lead and for two or three years
considered that in a religious way
I had found the truth. T was at
this time in my 17th year and as I
had worked on the Green Bay rail-

mas time during the fall of 1872
beyond my strength, suffered from’
' cold  and over-eating, :
was poor. This fact in connection
with the dark pictures of ‘human
wickedness and - prospective ' de-
struction of all earthly things nat-
urally inclined me to go into the
ministry in order to help save as

possible.

mentally, | !

road east of Merrillan until Christ-|!:

my health|.

many from the wrath to come as|.

It was r -
first became acquainted with Miss
‘| Oline Iristad, who afterwards be-

came my wife. In the spring

1873 she hired out to work for a
Mr. Schaefer, then living on the

during this winter that Iy

~o—

— ks on e o

ettt e A by €AY T

L A |

of‘

the church. It :g nrabanly because
! o§ thaF many °f my friends have so
{ often insisted that I failed to select

| Ingalls farm in the -town of Lin-
fcoln. Mrs. Schaefer was an en-

|thusiastic follower of the ‘“Truth”

-my proper vocation,

¢ During the fall of- {

i ‘ and wi ¥

'é872 occurred an event inuth?f
lough which change y Gt

of many lives,

The Rev.. O.
near Lake Kosk

oﬁtn ,C-l§on, reared
g, in Jeffer
iiun?{, Wis., had'reeently becosn(ifal
all elder or preacher for the Se
i enth Day. Adventists when He 2
!p_eal‘ed in Big Slough in 1872 "Il{p_
iwas a man of engaging : .
{ty, deep Wwith steadfast b
impressive earhestness
I tigable industry.

bersonal- ||
convictions, ||
and indefa- |,

las preached by Olson and though
.{her husband did not agree with her

:|in this, he permitted her full free-

dom in the exercise of her belief.

My health at the time not per-
mitting me to work, I spent a num-
ber of days in the Schaefer house-
hold, where I was very kindly treat-
ed, and it was while staying there

that I became engaged to Miss
Fristad. It was while there that
one bright day in early summer

my wife-to-be and I followed. Mr
Olson down to the Trempealea
river and were baptized.

|




8| Part X1
&8l and Disappolntments

-y

o —

‘Lo treatment of the boedy in sick-

Jeame o Tall

| Thiz was the year of the great
epring flood when so many mille

Januvary 10, 1876, I left Wiscon-
8in to bogin my sehool work, but
wheén 1 reached Battle Creek,
Mieh., I was so poorly that 1 stop-
ped off there and went to what was
then Xnown as the “Health Inatl-
tate"™ for treatment. March 23rd
I left the Institute and went to
Monroe, Wis., baving partly recov-
ered. This Health Institute was
then managed largely by the 8 D,
A, Church and was built to earry
out the idens of this seet in regard

‘ness.  Very little medicine was
used.  Bathing and fomentations

were largely employed and :
attention glven to ; ;M

let, Thess peaple employed
Iprayer and the laying on of hands
In case of extreme sickness,
| Dr. Kellogg, then o young man,
was one of the physiclans, and Dr,
Russel another.
| While at the Institute 1 met
some  very estimable The
most notable person with whom 1
became acqualated was Francesco
Urgos, once n member of a noble
family In Ttaly. He had joined with
Garibaldl In & revolution and with
him was baplahed from Italy, They
A Stntes together,
Alter some sad experlences Urgos
hecame a eonvert to the doetrines
taught by the 8. D. A. and at the
tme T was st Battle Creek he wus
there for the purpose of having his
hy printed, a copy of which
is my Hbrary. He needed a con-
stant attendant, having been total-
Iy blinded through the machins-
tions of his Jesuit enemies. 1 be-
(enme  his attendant  and

Wography was printed, he engaged
me to go with him. This was
agrecable to me, but anfortuanie-
Iy his health fafled sand he never
recovered sufMelently to make the
tour planned,
Later on in the winter I en-
gaged to go to Texas to ennvass for
a Bible Houss under the moanage-
ment of a bright and eultured man
who was a general agent of this
concern.  The arrangement
was that this young man was to g
on ahead and look over the
and if promising, ho was to send
for me. He was to wrile me at my
home In Jackson counly, Wis.,
where my folks lHved, for 1 Intend-
spring. Bul

Monroe, Wis,, and wrote my folks
o lforward any letters that ght
I“‘“ in my name. No letier

[from my friend In Tesas, =0 | took
‘up canvassing in the southern part
iof the state for a paper issued es-
pecially in  the Interest of the
{World's Falr at Philadelphin. This
Cventure proved unsuccessful, and
(in Septembar, 1876, 1 bought =&

i ax he|
| planned to go through the states|
on & lecturing tour as soon as his|

Very'| | been

{; perlences |

and bridges went out, apd on my
way home I found many =lgns of
|the ravages of the flood. The an-
: proved wvery ralny m
grain was spoiled in the figlds and

not  very eventful, ¥
camped out nights, but at Richland
Center 1 found myself compelled to
stay at a hotel two days on account
of the rain. ¢

The wmight before 1 reached
Riehland Center 1 camped a mile
or two below the town. Hoon after
1 had unhitehed it bagan to rain.
The only thing of value I had was
a trumk full of books. The trunk
was o Me M*Iﬂﬂr“
ing afraid my books mﬁ
I lay down on top of the
The rain came and

rrud tried to sleap on it,

trunk.

bax gathered
the wagon in

got up and paced back and forth
and sometimes stood for many
minutes in the open almost laugh-
‘ing over my plight. Toward morn-
“fng 1 hitehed up and drove lnto

. “of a hotel was admitted
and stayed until the rain was over.

In thick timber 1 drove out of the
bighway on a road evidently used
in winter for geiting wood,

gnhitebed to camp for the night. 1
had unhitched, tethersd my horse
and was eating my lunch when 1
heard a wagon coming toward me
along the winter read. The wagon
‘stopped and T heard a man talking
ito his horses and to his dog. They
were not In sight and it was grow-
ing dark, so I eoncluded to make
my presence known, The man was
unhitehing and getting  ready to
camp. It scon began to rain. The
man, after telling me that he had
north to look at lands and

R et e T

in slacks. My trip homeward was|
j Generally 1

a . —

— T ey e W A T

Tanter f
- and put u"m

but this was worse for the wagon|
the water and It

[town and after much poundiog on |

About five miles north of Spartaf

| was returnisg to his bhome farther
limouth, favited me to sleep with him
in his wagon for he had am um-
brella which wounld at least keep
O our heads drv. 1 accepted his invi-
tation and we lay down slde by
" aide and slept through the drizeling
 which fell all might.

times when I have slept side by
Glgide with strangers indoors and
qonﬂm;.m 1 met in the eve-
[

ning
fop never to see again. 1 never

“And thiz brings to mind many

and parted with in the morn-
§’ # superstitious and as for wus-
%ﬁ harm or wrong from

ﬁlm“m that has. mever bothersd

me to any appreciable extent. As
T the years have added to my ex-
{ have eomeé more and
fmore to the conclusion that it is
h‘hmr to be h%m:xmwd dmnp;in’t‘;
ed pow. _ the an to nuriy

i sleeping  with ran
,{‘;rvu in the woods, T dreve through
Cataract.

| borse and lght wagon and started
for home,

:,‘ This place brought vivid msmo-
S ries, for 1 bad stayed at a German
» hotel there many nights in the sum-
mer of 1868, when I worked for
Ambroge Wison, But how differ-
ent the hotel looked! Everything
was out of repair.
jolly men, no trafic on the sandy
—

No teams, no

road that had killed so many hors
es before the mallroad came nortk
through the state. From Cataract
to Davis' Perry 1 don't remember
of meeting a fteam. Exeept for
hirds gatherieg for their journey
southward, there was a pathetic
silenee that almost saddened me
for every mile had memorfes of
the day  when soores of tean
passed and evory

Bauling goods {rom Sparta to ma

porthern towns and eross-roids.




: Vb Part X111
| Established  Library st Plgeon Falls

establish & library at Plgeon Falls
and 1877.

| watehod at a dance.

jcanter of the hot. steaming room
{and for half am hour or ‘mom I
[spoke from the spirit of Solomon’s
(proverb, “Rejolce O young man in
bee Cor ol (MR IS G0 TR e
ar thy God shail bri
thee to judgment,” =

I did not ccnsure nor condemn
but tried to emphasizo the faet
that man s & doal belng of mind
and matter and to feed only a part
;ot our mature leads to a failure of
IW'I object in the ereation of man.
I then ealled attentlon to the vast
|treasury of knowledge in books and
| before 1 left the house, T had in eash
iand subscriptions for a publie II-
brary approximately. seventy dol-
tars, and nearly overy doliar sy
seribed was eventually pald. This
was soon doubled In amount, and
for many years Plgoon Falls had
8 fair sized public Ubrary, a por-
tlon of the books being for & time
teft with Nels Mikkelson in Schim-
merhorn for distribution.

After watching the result of
these various efforts for more than
thirty-five years I have beon amply
compensated for my part In  this
socinl work.

With extremely few exceptions
the people touched by my some-
tUmes overzealous eofforts for so-
cial betterment fn this community
[for miles aroumd have been loyal
and constant friends, and what-
ever they could do for my advanoe
ment they have often at sacrifies
[to themselves been willing to do.
(No man bas ever received so many
fand severe castigations from my
{tongue as Mr, J. D, Olds, and yet
{through It all he bas never let an
{ombortunlu' o by  unimproved
{when he could help me. s life
18 full of inconsistencies, but I have
found much gold among the dross.
(It time permits I shall leave =
imore extended sketch of his career
sinee 1 have known him. Peder
Ekern, by far the most Intellectual
man among the plonecrs in Pigeon,
was also always a conslstent friend
and had a great formative infiu-
(enee over my life in its more plas-
(e state. To bhim [ owe a more
joxtended mentlon also, If my Hie
I8 spared Tor awhile.

Beginning School Work

” aiu;:h I,I’I :nr lives seems acei-
dental, erhaps we help proda

i‘the aceldent or else are In a Mu:
jure ready for it, Since childhood
':! had always beon fond of books
‘and study. 1 learned everything,
except mathematies, with litle ef-
fort. Reading a hymn or chapter
in the Hible or a poem two or thpes
times was  sufficlent {0 commil
what I read to memory if the ge-
‘In Norway 1 attel

stated, sehool not
ty-four weeks,

o § - ” :7
to exceed twen-
In this eountry 1

My first real effort In trylng to'
was In the fall or winter of 1876 as candidate

| One night I' went to J. D. Olds'|MOSt convenient,
(house and for a couple of houps cided that T should
Then | asked by that branch of the Lutheran

(for permission to address the thurch. In Norway T had learved
crowd, which was vory readlly by heart Blshop Wexel's Cate-
granted. 1 mounted a ehair in the chism. Hauge's people found some

attended common  district school
about ten months seattered over
goveral years, When aboutl sixteen
years old [ asttended school at
Sechlerville, Jackson county, and
the same winter prepared myself
for confirmation.
Synod chureh being Lhe
my parents de
be confirmed

Hauge's

In this so discarded it
Thus I was compelied to learn an-
other catechism much larger than
Wexal's, However, [ managed

wory well and when confirmed was
glven wecond honors. 1 was con-
firmed by Ieter Solberg. the fa-
therduslaw of our well known clti-
gen, Andrew Lewis Laug.

In my school work im thiz coun-
try 1 studied as far as fractions In
Ray's arithmetic, got through the
third reader, National Serief, and
primary geography. 1 never stud-
jed grammar nor writing as a
selonce. Orthography and orihoepy
as such were Greek to me. In
ln'mu 1 was falr.

were educational as-

Buch my
b-, m.%hm in the fall of 1876, Sun-

day, Octobor 29th, Gilbert F. Stelg
and Olaus Goplin, two of the school
board of district No. —, town of
fHale, enme to me while T was
grubbing on my step-father's place
on Big Slough, and told me thelr
sehool was to open (n a day or two
and the teacher they had hired had
besn taken sick. I told them I had |
pever thought of teaching and was
not prepared for that kind of work.
They poohed the idea that | lacked
the gqualifications and Insisted that
1 take their school. They gave me
a week to get the required eertif-
cate.

The next day 1 went to H. Py
amith, our district clerk, to fin
out what branches were required
for o third grade certificate, 1
joarned that 1. bad to be examined
in thirteen different branches. 1
got an many text books as 1 could
find but after a few hours' reflee-
tion, came to the conclusion that

there was lttle use la o
prepars in so short a time. 1
wrote to the county superintendent,

Amos Whitney, who lved not far
;l’mm Marshlanpd, that on a certain
'day, 1 think a Friday, I would come
ito ~his place for = private exam-
ination. In a day or so he replied
[that he would hold & special exam-
inatlon at Whitehall the week fol-
jowing, but as I was to begin my
‘work on the next Monday this did
‘not meet my case. On  the day
stated o my letter to Whitney 1
took the train x;t Whitehall and
went to Marshland,

it was one :l’ lhoum“ hm:g::
hazy autumn days HO
coms to us whe lve in Wisconsin,
lghat 1 walked out from the station
‘to Mr. Whitney's home. 1 was In
'good spirits for the charm of Na-

ture In autumpal glory was upon

me.  § found Mr. Whitney a very
| ploasant and courtecus wmwan. His
Irecoption pul me at ease 31 omco |
angd he Immedintoly boegan a gen-
eral conversatign in which I very .
freely took part. Lacking test
book knowledge I was not wanting
in genoral Information, for my as-
|pociation with men and women oi”
culture and refinement during the ,
fow years I had been away from .
bome bhad left  impression on my |
apecch and manners which gave a
stranger the ldes that | had muy‘l.
some edueation. After a short time
I reminded Mr, Whitney of my ,
purpose in coming. He again called
wmxun to the fact that be-
; there were & number of pros-
pective teachers who had wot at-
‘ ’ r examinations, |
ho intended 1o hold a apecial ex- <
amination the following week. T,
pod that I was expected tog)
begin  my he  next Monday
following and b for immedi-
ate examination, ¢
Pleasantly he replied that it was |
nearly supper time and we would
. first. Suppoer time among
Amerfeans (n those days eame atl
five p. . So we to con-
{vorss until swgoer was ready. He
introduced me to his wife, whom 1
found us agreeable as the busband,
and my faculties cleared more and
more ns the meal and convamuanfl
progressod. After supper 1 went|
back with Mr. Whitsey to the sit-),
ting room. Here Mr. Whitney con- ~
tinued for am hour or more con-!'
vorsing on general toples, [ re-|
sponded as freely as If | had known |
him for many days. DBut the sun
was geiling near the horizon and)
I was anxions o have my exam-
Ination and return to Arcendia that
evening, 8o [ called attention to the |
question  of examipation -nln.i
Whitney's reply was a great sur-
prise, [n -#ubstance he @aid: "1
have now talked with you for sev-|
eral hours and feel well satisfled
that you are amply qualified to
[temeh, [ will give you a six-months.
permit for that is all 1 can grant
Lo any one apom o private exame
ination.” ‘
" I thanked J‘nélln hmd[ 20;»8‘10‘1.;
nowing full ° that I bad In o
manner covered my deficlencies by
engaging with him in comversation |
on general subjects, [ don't know |
how bappy [ was for I realized ln[
sonse extent how much 1 lacked to
011 the position which awalied me.
‘But I relied ~on. my eapacity lor‘
learning qubckly anything that was/
ingide of books. The next Monday
morning | was in the litle white
painted Huskelbus school house
ready for the work,




All the litile ones who came o
that first sobiool of mine were .

strangers (o me bt in o very short,

time we were earoest puplls work-
ing hard to acquire ksowledgo, He-
fore Christmas the school room
was packed. Many cameo who were
older tham I W lurn be-
cause I was

nataraily

f:ho could
AGRE ot
alwnys

In pronunciation.
He was one of the most rapid learn.
ers 1 have mel) I did pot asslgn
hign  any 1

for memorising was. All through
the thlru'«clnt years that have
winter when |

® PP - o Cne

!
f

Bave never been
able to measy
the friendship ¢
us has
Years,
Through lb& winter the school
was oné of the most suecessful I
ever taught, We were a group ot"
enthusiasts working Mke partners
for a common PUE Some time
during  the latwr part of winter
came Supt. Whitney. He remalmed
balf a day, and when ready to o
be asked me to wtep outaide. When
the door had closad
us be took me by the Basd and
complimented me on my work and
said, “If you teach thls school dur-
ing the spring term you mneed not
0 to the trauble of attending the
spring examinatise. Just drop me!
a line if you istend to remaln here

not lo-md through thol

and I will send you another ver-
mit.” 1 was t WLy aware o 1
my Hmitations olar and

g ,‘,
very glad to aecept his kind offer.
My wages were §25 for a month,
but [ found _mydell wvery !hankrut'
when the bhoard offered me fhe
spring  term.

During the  poBsivaeal
with Olaus Goplin, who was then
a bachelor. Hisx father and moth-
er stayed with him and two of his|
brothers. During this winter vu
had very little smow, and they did’
plowlng on January 1, 1877, When
[ wont back to twach the next torm
[ engaged board with the Efmons,
for a warm frieadship had grown
up between Iver and myself, Nover
shall 1 forget those wonderful:
months of that term. The Rimon
howse wu very small but Iver and
I had outdoars for our long
wilks ud inthmate conversations
nnd dreams. Little learning we
had., but such large appetites for
information and such exquisite sest'
in digcovering the opening flolds in
which kmowledge could beo !ound'
During epring Iver had 1o work
and also his sister, who was only
a livle younger tham 1, and who

35::&9757

his memory. And,!l:
ére begun betwoen .

&
h
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After the close of my school
worked much of the summer tor
Elmon. In the fall of 1877 [ bought
my step-father’s place. My capifal
nnoutnl lo o m“ltﬁ ahm- a

WD, BODID

!heembqr 11, 1877, 1T mar

ried um Oline Fristad, to whom

T had been ongaged muly five

yoars. [ was t wo and she

twenty-three.  Working for wages

of from $1.50 to $2.00 per weok,

she had saved up about one hums
dred dollars.

by

We were married H. P.
Smith, justice of the ‘pease, and,|
exeept the jJustice and his wife, we
had no guests Ccxoept our respes-
tive parents. We were married in
our own bome—log eabin 13x13,
6 feot from floor to eeiling, with
& low attie, whers the rool came
down to the ¢elling on the aides.
A small leas-to blg ensocugh for o
bed was added to the east slde of
the ecabin, Here we spent our homey-
mwoon, 1 soon awoke o the l‘au,
that in buying the farm [ had un-
dertsken more than [ ecould carry)
out. 8o tha followlng summer 1.
sald at a beavy loss to Jems Derge.

The winter of 1877-1878 1 did
not teash. In 1878-1879 I uu;hl e
in Big Slough, and In the fall of
1879 I hired out to teach the school
at Pigeon Falls known at that time |

ras the Olds District.

1 "Began the school November
10th in the old school house built
in 1866 on the NE-NE, 2-23-7, The
Shomemade  desks  and
seats and was so crowded that two
of the puplis oecupled the teach-
er's soat, | well romember that
Even Erickson, then a newcomer,

L

-

28 years old, used to sit on my
seat facing the sehool, During my
work as & teacher, | seldom sat
down exeept for roll eall. lLater in
the fall, Dee. 5, 1879, the new|
achool house at Pigeon Falls was
completed and on the day for|
moviag Into the new bullding wo
all met at the old school house and
arranged ourselves  in  marching
order by {wo's.
ored  hapdkerchiefs
searfs fastened on stieks for ban-
ners. Al wers happy  over the
change. As I write, the "Register™
uged by me during that winter les

the grades ' suwch a large number
ot an impulse to find out things, i
perhaps,
in school work; for every step ad-
excitos the «ﬂuuy while It feads
nrud worthy of pote
After dln-l [

before me. It ehows that uu'ol-
ment reached 88, Teaching in all
meant but little “teaching.” But|
there waa inspiration, the creation
in the ultimate
nnlm is the highest sttalnment|
vineed, for every luminous helght
reached under an inward (mpulse |
the deaire _progress is assured,
i this term one
aﬂwol
‘ming as 1 was | ‘g hame, 1 |
beard & great ioln in ;

3

Mhouu. I ran to the

i | ealsprable low log
o BLoVe Wy in the

there was brush all around the

1. Take a whipping.
2. Woar a fool's cap and Nutln'
In during several recesses,
3. Report the matter to mu-.,
respective parents and take such/
punishment as they desired (o give
them. Nearty all the boys volun-|
(teered to take a whippleg at my|
| handa, |
i1 think It was several days be-
fore 1 administerad the whipping.
The boys all took it bravely, but
whon 1 got through thers was
scarcely a dry eye in the house.
Many of the girls and boys sobbed
lauditdy and T had great difleulty
in boldiog back my own tears and
emotion. This was. the last and
only time I og&!mid-nd monl
punishment w, toaching. -
thouh my punishment this tme
no il will towards e
on the part ol those punished, 1
abborred the pecessity and soon
learmed there were betlor ways of
Zoverning reascufog  beings than
subjugating them by sueh brutal

In the winter of -1880 and 1881
I taught in Curran walley, J’uhou
(leounty, & fine registration but ‘
bullding. The
middie of the!
room with a row of seals on each
side. The stove pipe was extesd-
od back over my desk, which was
in the baek part of the room, and|
when | stood behind my desk my
dhond almost touched the pipe. The
Besat for my head was at times al-
most Intolerable. Every avallable
space was filled with pupils, but
we had a splendid school wpever-
theleas,

During the winter of 1831 and
1882 1 taught again In Pigeon
Falis,. In point of nuombers, my
sohool was w record breaker. My
enrollment was S8——average daily
(attendanes 66. A fow woeks bulm'
the sehool closed ” 1 was complete-
ly worn out, 1 welghed but !31]
pounds and was scarcely able to
either slesp - or  eat. 1 told - the
board to And another teacher and.
let me quit. They insisted that I
should take a week or two vaea-
tion and then return and finlsh up,
bat T knew that would be but M-
tle Belp as 1 would worry during
the wvacation so 1 quit sbsolutely
und went on a visit to my folks,
who then lived in Desver Creek.
In a week's time of out-door life
and jolly company, | was a new
man again.

A Trip to the Dakotas

The West still camd e,
(on May 23, uu. n.r
imy friend, Iver Fi
for North Dakota. Our duunam
was Turile Mountains, Eimon had
two yoke of steers only half broke.
'ﬂ. firat day we made only & few
| miles, stopplng over night with

A methods,

nnd

{Hans Olson Nersveen on Elk Creek,
The next night we camped about
three miles cast of Arcadis.

When |




yoke of steers were hitched 1o one

ground of the

hitsk I had no liking
[for the rsk lavolved, and suggest-
‘ed that we tie our ropes on the off
ox, but Eimon thought it would
be best to keep on. the side we
were, 1 told Blmon as he was un-
|marched be had & right to take nll
| the chances he wished, but I had a
'family and would prefer = safer
position. 1 changed the rope on
my oxen and walked on the upper
alde of the road. Nothing happened
and we got down In fine shape,
At Winona we took a car for Ord-
way, 8. D. Sunday morniong, May
20th, we lald over at Huron, 5. D,
|where we let our oxen out for o
rest and water, I was much amused
lin watching another Immigrant car
which stopped over. After all the
cattle had beenm let out, out came
an old man who Jooked as if he
had lalm under a straw stack all
summer. He was about as dirty
and museed up o8 he could be. He,

e L e D

emerald, ‘The preeoding fall fires)
i w nmuntlymm away all the

BriLsses, ry few rods we
- Buftalo trails leading in all
directions. Tha tralls had, evi-
dently, besn usdéd for years for all
were deep in the soil. Frequently
|we found B “Wallows"™ {hat
looked lke ngs and at no
time were wa ere we could not)|
moe dogens of buffalo skulls and
sometimes hundreds. The other
bones of the animals had been con-
‘sumed by firea. -
. Near Jamestown in a hollow
where there was a spring lay the
akull and bomes alse of hundreds
of bulfale, just killed for fun by
sports and soldiers, On June 5th
we reached Jamestown, Here Iver
%m:f:duhu mind lab‘c:lnt golng d:.a
rebe Moun -1 felt some -
Y.m‘ “na 1 had neither

‘money nor proparty invested in the

itrip, I had notbing to say. I re
|mained behind pnd Iver and our
(other companions  started for
'Griges County, N. D, |

' On June 8th, 1 hired to work on|
a R. R bullding from Jamestown
morth, 1 began, by driving mules.

like mapy others In those days, On June Tih be golng to work,
had hid in the car #wo as to get | went to a re for the first
passage froe.  The ear came from gme in my lfe. It was vaudeville
Ohlo and bad been on the road of o low order, but mighty lively. |
four or five days. Coms to think ©On July &th, about 12 wmiles
of It there was an extri man or sqrth of Jam whn, 1 was awak-|
boy in our company who dldn't gped early in the morming by a cry
have any teket. It was a cheap gf “Puffalo.” Seventy-five men
way of traveling but mighly ub=were out of thelr tonts In & minute

comfortable, for an

inspector was ang we all started for the highest|

likely to drop In any minute when rise of ground where we could see|

least expected.

for miles. We had severnl cow-

. Reaching Ordway we unloaded— boys in camp, two of whom jumped |
ithis was the end of R. R, then— 0B 10 some with Winches- |

and prepared to get ready for ourters in their
journey to the land of promise— went.  The buffalo
mountains velled with purple mml runnink

L

At Ordway, or soom alter, E

and off they
wis a big bull
castward toward James

River and as " we first slghted

Gullord, one -of his sons and Hans Dl only about one-half mile dis-:

Rolsrud  Joined wus and although

they had horses,

tant, our cowbops sSoon came up

we traveled to-Nithin shooting & 0. but all
gether until the end of our journey, tDeir w apparently " wild,

1 shall ever be grateful for the"We watehod
privilege of learning to know Even

disappearsd near the river whers

. ¢ the buffalo plunged into the brush)
Gullord, .Me was already an old - :
' man. Hé had_gone through with the®Bd, low ground And was saved. He

very front of ploneers,

first

Prairfe, Vermon county.

the lumber
time

prairies he had very litile left

without  utteriog & word of cot:;
he was  helpful and cheer-

plaint o sigh over

made better speed than I had’

for 1 be-DAds Dbel
lieve It §6 of record that he was '“mld 0 heavy an animal could|

From appearance, [ judged

Norweglan settler on = Co0%y, yeigned from 12 to 18 hundred |

pounds,

S o o T ears was inihe last of Ris Jeco east of the
¥ -busineas, and at one lissouri. 3
had conslderable property,

but when I met him on the Dug:ltly. of that race whith has so many

He was probably one of

y i

Our bhead “boss™ was fn Irlsh-|
. As fine a specimen, physical-|

fine men, a8 I ever saw, but he was
heartless and cruel. It was the)
poliey of the contractors, who were|

past, 5
ful as . hoBetut boy. He shamed®RStern men, to SkWays move campe|

on Sunday, at which all the men

me who was SUIl In the glums . expected to! help, but no pay

often  possimistic over the fature.,. . nowog

M com
and
ke the
|bracing moraing.

memory of a lamhlnyl:m

i the Tth of July,|
Sunday, we ‘o move several |
farther on. Most of us had)
moved ‘onee on Sunday

: without kieking. . This time, ear]

Our journey day by day Waly, ype morning, the boye mmﬁ{

naturally. nous for fro oy glected me for spoke to|

| Ordway  to own  We  BAY Lo ont our griev 8 to the boss.|

a house f any sort. BImOL, . coon ol 1 pag od akiodate. |

bad two good  milch cows 80 W wpone Tiatied us oml
had plenty of wilk . of COUTRE Lo told uk  prag

».-:,.‘ e ‘ _i“‘".: ',Y,':.: ' v l‘][ We {1 1 2l . :

. d T 4 - % oA STEAT > ,’

. !

i

slow) ru-! to  elgh-

teon miles 4 day.
month of t&"m

the, race until - they:

e

————

iwith a Winehester, he

made out
Nearly all the men quit
bady we went to James-
Jown.  Many wd W

calkall water. I was not affected,
ipcﬂuu because 1 seldom drank,
I

even o hot weather, and when 1
did, 1 always drack water mixed
Iwith oatmeal.

| On Monday we all weat o the
‘head office of the coutractors and
I presented our ease again and
told the agent we would all go
|baeck to work if he would appoint as
‘boss a certaln Swede { Erick Nelson)
‘'who was an expert R. R, man, but
at the present down and out. But
the agent refused our request and
gave us our checks.
dollar or so, and as our checks
were not payable for some time, |
left for Origgs county, where Ei-
mon and wmy friends bad located.
Before [ left, Erlck Nelson tucked
a 6" in my pocket and remarked,
“Pay whenever you can” 1 walked
by government marks recently set,
through slonghs, shallow lakes
and txll grasses and weeds. On my
|way T stayed over night with Dazey,
{n New York man, author of a play
lealled the "Western King.'

| 1 had been reading sbout It be-
il’m 1 left home in the New York
‘Crme for whick, at that time, 1 was
ja subseriber., When [ learned his
name, T asked hina it he was relat-

ed to the author of that play whieh |

had recently had a wery succesaful
run In Chieago. This pleased him
|80 muech that we beeameé chummy
in & wery short time. Although
afterward a scholar and man of
ability, he was decidedly *“green’
sa far as western life was con-
cerned. His father, & wealthy man,
had a large ranch and the young
(man was thoere for a vacation. [
|believe there is a little town now
i where the ranch was, called Dazey.
‘He offered me a job on his ranch,
hut I longed for the Wisconsin
hills and woods and still more for
my loved omes in their little cabin
on Blg Slough, so | refused his of-
fer and the next morning started
for Griggs county. The weather
was warm, and to make the way as
| short as possible, 1 continued to
[follow government Hnes nothwith-
(standing | sometimes bhad to wade
through sloughs and lakelets, On
July 12th, 1 came to Eimon's
claim. He was camplng under a
wagon cover fastened to the ground,
| which we eéntered on all fours., On
|the 13th, I went with Iver about a
jmile to where he had o sod hut in
process of construction and while
there, I was taken slok. Until

my face with my hat. Then I
;ututmd back to camp with Iver,
unabla to ext, amd crawled under
the wagon cover, Then came three
days and nights of the Keenest
suffering 1 ever experionced.

The mosquitoes attacked me un-
thl T was nearly insane, and if we
dropped the canvas at the ends of

I had only a

noon I lay on the prairie shading ||

the cover 1 auffocated.
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an

“ One night 1 must have beon 5:‘ ,l,l For }:ﬂ AeF ? T Move to Whitehall and Begin
/7y Mlrious, for T thought thousands of ig ome - Again ody of T
- Mittle devils were torturing me. On rel, On July 27,1 was on the N. P. -y ;s
the 16th of July Iver had to go to| . 'T8in bound for home, on the 29th But even ' the * stromgest roust
Duel County to save a claim he had {OF July, Back ia the home harbor,) |Yield to the inexorable demand for |
there and his brother, Christlan, p On the 13th of August | went to. |f00d aund shelter, and 1 was not of|
was  left to altend me. From Black River Falls to attend teach- |tB® sirong; had 1 been, I should
Griges to Duel County Iver walked ﬁ er's examination for | had been  |t0day be a Professor instead of a,
;l:.;b‘: w% day and alght, Splendid d :l:ml f_g teach the Curran Valley |J0dEe. % . |
‘lvur“- plclul m:ud‘nm Hite. botlo' g :lrf;; the coming year, L theﬁore.htaak my trier:d ;sﬁ-"
i thr { s . : mer of 1884,
3J‘gfw£m{f4»m=k~m camp,  still qlons of rm::} 'uﬂ‘;fonﬁ.'iiﬁié? ?gﬁ:ex‘tﬂ ‘V':"’j‘:b*g?-m“m iy P
Simborn [a" the  evaning d 50 : ;:)?10 died from diphtherin, and the| (1 $nlered the office of 0. J Allen
v , -|following day gave a short fumera)| |tDe fifst lawyer in the northern and)
conls tur: o poor supper and then ojaddress. A week later I mulhd‘ feastern part of Trempealenu coun-
et o ¥ o0 o6 | ol e sme parenis o give an| 2 Pt
1 arose with the dawn mﬂ 'lk'd 1% ‘ g?:f:”tl:l:;ai'ﬁd'gnﬂ' ng the BTN ¥ ¥ | SO < 1 I h i IR d . . fﬂ"‘
miles to Valley City before break- : ehlldren~—a lad mﬁ“‘f’f ry:iﬁ%:ff !‘;!?:‘;?:;'.t tu.m:Mc;“lu ;:M odﬂ::;s

fast, where 1 foumd w reglstered
letter awalting “with my monay
from the R. R. contractor, The
postmaster, a Norweglan, looked
me over and refused me the letter.
I showed ithe letter [ bhad from
George Hale, hotelkesper ot James-
town, who had collected the money
for me, but without results. 1 had
weveral othter letiers and papers to
identify me, but he refused. 1 was
in & dilemma. The next day | made
another attempt and while the post
office wan full of people, he fairly
screnmoed at me his refusal. This
nettled me and 1 turped loose on
him some of the flow of my native
langunge and told him §f I had
come to him in fine clothes with a
uilk hat asd a well fed appearance
with the mark of Indentifieation I
bad alresdy shown him, he would
have turned ihe letter over (o me
if I had been” one of the warst
“ in Amerfes. That the
lttle moment of position and
suthority which he had been fs-
vored with, had swelled him =0
that he couldm't see the rights of
the poor. 1 frankly confess 1
abused him, Perbaps he dido't de-
sorve all 1 sald, dut
measure quite accurately and with-
out & word In reply he asshed me
to sign the receipt and handed me
the letter,

Before leaving Valley City T
visited a round hill cast of the
town which rises from the prairie
100 feet like a perfect guadrangle
with & flat top of several rods in
diameter. [ climbed this hill and
bad & day dream. [ wanted to
bufld an Aeademy here from which
the light of koowiedge should
travel far. In those days edues-
tlon seemed to me to be the pana-
cea for nearly il the flls of man.
I was golug to pet learning enough,
somewsy, so that I could teach the
sacred classles and thus do my
share toward the enlightment of
the world.

[ 1 even went and looked up the

- e i —
owner of the hill whom 1 found to
German or Hollander, B‘;r
couldn't talk ' English very well,
anw - prics for

oir, : veéry curious

as 1owmy purpose In wanting §t,

Finally “he axked me if I wus g
ing to bulld a windmill oo it
stirred the latest bumor in my na-
ture and [ oeame away with my

DreamAcader

I|  About Nov. 6th, T began a five-|
4!mnlhn school In Curran I'nlley—t f
"1‘1’“ in the same old log hut, Iy i
: this time I had bocome very fond
of skilag and largely through my'
|Influence many of the boys, several
Vool who v
"k T Wers  ¥oung men, got
‘Iskis and wo had very good times|
fa,u winter in this sport. Curran
,;Vlll{w was  always a  staid lﬂdJ
| proaperous  community and bo)m;
(and girls eamo to school to learn, i

I twught again jn BT |
trict in the winter tgf 1882 ::1:[
1884, We toumd a new building,
Jand I enjoyed my work better thmf‘
JEver, We atill kept up our akil
uﬁmrdan and [ apent many howrs!
,imll!:.my scholars a3 a comrade—
slmost a chum  apd many ties gof
;friendship them made still hofd|
a8 Armly ax ever, next epring
n'rtar my school closed in Curram|
{Valley, T taught a few weeks in
| Blg Slough. 1 was now competent
to teach the best distriet schools
anywhere, but lacked tochnies]
knowledpe for higher  work and
had neither time nor money to take
up  higher studies, Anything  but
mathematies I could easily have
mastersd, but T had little taste for
ltn{u. I also realized that my
| 'Mly Was  rapldly growing and'
‘(e{:lln; district schools at $25 to
| $40 per month would never bulld
Up muek for the future, In this |
state of mind, | had a talk with p. |
Ekern one day and he advised me
1o go into some law office and pre-
bare mysell for the profession of
nw, thought had mever en-
tared my mind, in fact, from the
it r@r«:mtarxim. cumu:t among |
‘ farmors af rascality, wote.,
of Tawyers, T had Mude tg wﬂ%ﬁﬂ
work. h::t’ hope and wim #or some L

-y

wanled to Know
Ble. "To b 4 per

| § L ha;
h@hmm. il
Ing ®o appenls to me, No gne can
: ths pure Mttle ehildren con-
tnually and live in the bondage of |
; viee or gross habits mm&mqi

(ke teacher must p r
live up to o rmumn.t : . =
| e WHM |
day he is setting up for his puﬁ;?é

learner
B e
and to thig day mo eall-

my

[ $25,00. :

. Mr, Allen, o poor lawyér at best,
and very Ignorant on gemeral sub-
jeets, was no help to me, both be-
‘eausey he had very little knowledge
‘of law and because ke was at the
itime in falling health. He had a
lot of elaim aguinst poor mplo;.
‘and dead-beats and ho gave these
[to me for eollestion on & commis-
slon basiz. T got unpleasant, but
iporbaps  profitable sxperience out
of this work but very little money.
Dy fall Allen bad to leave his om;
and my wark wi him was over. |
During the following winter 1

elerked for D, L. Camp, who ran o)
general  store, Camp's - business

was small and he was one of th;
binest men in the village, He was

wa wit amd humerist, but as o buu—:
ness man never succeeded. My
salary was small and in order ml
add to my imcome, [ had & tev‘
Amerieans evenings to whom |

taught Norwegian, following the

Melster Shaft system. Among them

were T, H. Barl and Dy, Fred Les
ter. They werp great story-tellers
and the pesult was more stories
were exchanged than knowledge of
the Morwegian langunge.

Sometlme afler my coming to)
Whitelnil, a farmers” (nstitule was
keld @t the couri -house. Through
the influence of Earl ahd John O
Melby, I was placed on the pro-
gram for an address or papsr. 1
prepared & with the thtle,
what Wil the Smart  Amerlean
Boy Do?' This gave me a much
wider stonding among all classes
|and Hke Dyron, 1 awoke one morn-
ling wnd found myself famous,
among my friends, at least. The
following s al the town e
eus—for the lage was sl un-
| incorporated——Earl, John O. Melby
and A, W. Anderson got tomlhcrg
apd determined to put me im, |
| possible, as town clerk. 1 wa
nomipated and elected. This wa
a great help, though the office on
ly pald about 375,00 a year By
Elstad also helped me by appoint
fng me as janitor for the eour
house Whenever we had cireul
eourt. 1 also did the janitor wor
for the Methodist and Baptis
‘churches and school bouss. T
spare time, 1 sawed wood and ¥
the summer weont haying and har
vesting and worked on the high
ways through the good offices o
my friemd and nelghbor, Ole Knud!
80,

The following winter [ had
class of pews-cotmers and some okl
ers whom I taught. Two or thre




l (ﬂ Part XVI
G0 w Law School

| In the fall of 1887, 1 started for

Madison., The morning when the

|uhool was about to open I walked

.up to the Capltol where,

at that

|time, the law students met !nr thelr

'leemmnﬂ on ghe

get the librarfan-ship and that will
save you $75."

i

|| theatly,

‘.....—n-r.

5
|

his lecturs,

steps I met an
gradusted the
'vear before. We got into a con-
versation for the hour was early
and 1 told him my situation. Lit-
tle money, wife and five children,
health delleate, ete, Ho says, ““You

“But,” I replied,
“How am 1 to get that without a

{soul to recommend me? T am a §
ptrtoc& -mnnr han Y “You xo :

: um of men, and'

tell your -tm straight and ask SEEES

PR
g rm-tw c?u

him amd you can't tell what will
happen.” 1 did so at onece, and told
thim my story. He listensd pa-
and finally remarked:
| “Thia position l'-«t-nnlu.,#ym to
one of the seniors and there are
several applications in, but we will
see what can be done' 1 went

8,

-

. back to the Capitol and attended
rmy first Jecture on law., A few days |

after when Mr. Slean had fAnished
he beckoned me and
safd: "We have deelded to let you
take charge of the Wbrary.” This
gave me more courage and the use
of books, which was quite an i{tem,

The regular course was {wo

yiyvears, but I realized it would be
s too great a riak for me to spend

 this length of time in school and
| theé money necessary for my ox- T

L]

Ny

ld"“--l-

2-‘.' i ey e -
———

penses and support of family, so
after some thought over the mat-| 4
ter 1 eoncluded to attend lectures
given to Junfors and Seniors and
try for the examinations for both
years in one. 1 bave worked hlrdl
so often in my life that it is dim-

(grdund when T lefy,
(turn, oneg examination followed an-
(other in gquick succession, In June,

My wire and 1 bad agreed to glve
all our girls plant and fower|
pames, &0 we called - ehild of

o frost, Aretie Olive. T wan in|

llon in terrible suspense for|
several days waltlng for news of
(this expected ovent. The baby
eamse on  Satarday and in those
days there was no phone from:
Whitehall to Madison, and neither
I nor my wife hnd accustomed our-
holmdo make any cost whan we |

e by walting,

unwr 21. -
below zero.  l. H
Whitney, who then lved st Coral

City, had g epirit  thermometer
which he szsured me he had found
falrly accurate for many years, ‘
told me It reglstered 56,

Later in the season we had heavy
snows and then & rain came, than‘
cold, which frote the snow almost
solid. 1 have heard men say they,
could skate com the seow right over
the fences almost snywhere, On
the 2d4th, T got a letter from home
again gritten by my wife. This
{was concrete evidenes of her well-
belmr and eheered me greatly.

On March 17, I took a ran home
to see my family and on Apeil 4,
left home for Madison. There were
about two feet of snow on the,
After my re-

T got my diploma and very shortly
afte | T commenced practicing

cult to seleet any particular time
and say that | worked hardest. T
iworked up to the limit and when
| May -and June eame, | had nearly t|
reached the limit of uhyumm_ i
durance, I slept poorly, and often
at dawn [ arose and walked out aof
the city (o compose my nerves.
This winter was one of the cold-
‘eat in the history of the state. The
house where my family lived was
very poorly built.  Water [froze
almost solid between the stove and
wall. January 21, & a. m., WwWas
probably the ecoldest day recorded
in Wisconsin, and at that very hour
another meémber was added to my
famlly in the form of a girl whose
i name is an echo of that never—m«

'what
'De Dow, living near Blalr, helped

Hitle I had learned. John

me greatly by beginning petty cas-
es whieh I defended. T think 1|
won in eévery oase.

I used to go to Blair, try a law-|
suit and almost invariably walked
bhome in the evening. At this uuw
the Prohibition party had some in-
fluence fn our state politics and in
principle, 1 was a Prohibitionist i
and the result was that when tln'
county comvention was held by the
Probibitionists, I was nominated)
for District Attorney, Of course, 1|
had no chanee of winning as a can-|
didate - on that ticket. B, Q. Nye,
who was then the distriet aunr-l
ney, was re-pominated by the Re-!

be-formton morning.

l

pu leans. The Demoeratie party
iwas, at that . time, .sadly in Lhe,
‘minority in Trempealenu county. !
‘But  Steve nid, who for'

{yoars was. the leading spirit in the

'-

|
-

Demoeratie party, held " Nye worse
s than any man on the face of lhc‘
earth, He was willing to forego,
[the pleasure of nominating a u'imzn1
blue Democrat for distriet  attor-
,ney to defeat Nye and with Mike
Warner, had sufficlent Influence o
nominate me at the Democratic’

| sonvention.

| remarks by oway

| i——

d on to make SOme
PR way - of und{mlnz u:‘e
seratic principles. reapond-
]mr ulllnt the boys that I would
‘pot stultify myself for any pros-
pect that thelr nomination  would
d me, but that I had
le falth in yroueun; dutle:. :::‘
' the temperance issue,
:.pr::hlb ;rhl‘n umtltogky almost
upae eulations
1y Dtu:i?et?u. but “Death to Nye"
was HRichmond's slogan and 1 was
nominated, But with these two
1 was still wery far
from ng ‘t’he bnawml:\
ri Put right here
?;c{:he? factor which montrlbmed
Lo my SUCerss,
Dur!ns the summer of
has, mm’&’nﬁt wbo‘
'ruldnm ot tehall,
|good d of driving th g
&mntw md like a good many od
jers, he often ¢ame LD CTOSS-rod n;
und forking highways and %um
himself at a loss which roa A
,taka in order to reach a i

| podnt.

copeluslon was a natural one
tb:{t“lhm ought to be guide boards |
|at such places, and perhaps he |
'had beard there was o statute to
mo effect that It was the duty of

1888,

town boards to erect guide boards
at such places. At any rate, he
wenl to E. Q. Nye and got counsel,
and the result was that he should
act as complalnant against the
varfious town boards, and Nye
would prosecute under the statute
which provided that & substantial
forfeiture should be pald by the
parties whose duty it was to put
(up gulde boards, & share of this
rortmur- to be pald to the com- |
'plainant, This money Bowman
agreed to-divde with Nye, But as
the summer drew toward con-
vention time, Nye Thought differ-
ently of the matter and In & man-
ner threw Rowman down, This
angered Bowman and as he chanced |
to have the camplalnt drawn by |
Nye in his posgession, he caused it
o be published in The Whitehall
Tlmau. This  created conslderable
fesling against Nye and gave ealor
‘to the story told by Bowman of the
existing agreement  between  hlm
and Nye,

Another factor In the
‘p